
Board of Education 

Amy Castillo-Covert     ●      Bill Farris     ●      Tim Johnson      ●      Kurt Rockwell     ●     Michael Scott 

 

 

 

 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (California Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections 21000 et 

seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations (CCR) Sections 15000 et seq.), Sierra Sands Unified 

School District has completed this Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the project described below based on the 

assessment presented in the attached Initial Study. 

LEAD AGENCY & PROJECT PROPONENT: Sierra Sands Unified School District 

PROJECT TITLE: New Murray Middle School Project 

PROJECT LOCATION: The project sites include the existing Murray Middle School campus at 921 East Inyokern Road 

and a vacant 47-acre site at 200 East Drummond Avenue at the northwest corner of Drummond Avenue and Knox Road. 

The sites are within the confines of the United States Department of Defense’s (DOD) Naval Air Weapons Station, China 

Lake, adjacent to the City of Ridgecrest in Kern County. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project involves the construction of new school facilities on the easternmost 31 acres of 

the 47-acre site owned by the DOD. The project includes leasing the new school site from the DOD, constructing and 

operating the new campus, and demolishing the existing school facilities.  

The new campus would include 4 one-story buildings, with a total building area of 68,243 square feet. The school would have 

28 teaching stations; a gymnasium with a stage, basketball court and pull-out bleachers for up to 300 spectator seats; a 

kitchen/cafeteria (multipurpose room); and administration, music and art, and library facilities. The school would include four 

outdoor basketball courts, a natural turf soccer/football field, and a softball field. Parking and security lighting would be 

provided throughout the campus. The main entrance would be via a one-way loop driveway from Drummond Avenue. A total 

of 91 off-street parking stalls would be provided. The new school would be connected to existing water, sewer, and electrical 

lines nearby the site. With the exception of the school’s start time, which is proposed at 8:05 AM, the relocated middle school 

program would follow the same operational schedule as that of the existing program. 

The proposed new school site is not listed on a list of hazardous waste sites complied pursuant to Government Code Section 

62962.5. However, prior to the construction of the new school, the removal of 20,077 cubic yards of soil in the northern 

portion of the site would be required. The impacted area is where base housing was formerly located. The soil is contaminated 

from previous applications of two types of pesticides: dieldrin and aldrin. Its removal is addressed in a Removal Action 

Workplan that is also available for public review and will be completed under the oversight of the Department of Toxic 

Substances Control. The preferred approach is to excavate the contaminated soil, rebury and cap it within an area of the 47-

acre site that will not be developed for school use. 

Once the new school is operating, the existing classroom facilities at the existing campus would be demolished. 

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The MND and supporting Initial Study for the New Murray Middle School Project are 

available for review at: 

 

113 W. Felspar Avenue ● Ridgecrest, CA ●  93555 ● 760 499-1600 ●  

Website:  www.ssusdschools.org 

113 W. Felspar Avenue ● Ridgecrest, CA ●  93555 ● 760 499-1600 ●  

Website:  www.ssusdschools.org 

SIERRA SANDS  
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

   Ernest M. Bell, Jr. 

     Superintendent  
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 Sierra Sands Unified School District: 113 West Felspar Avenue, Ridgecrest 

 Ridgecrest Public Library: 131 East Las Flores Avenue, Ridgecrest   

 District website: http://www.ssusdschools.org  

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS: The attached Initial Study was prepared to identify the potential effects on the environment 

from the construction and operation of the proposed New Murray Middle School Project and to evaluate the significance of 

those effects. 

Based on the environmental analysis, the proposed project would have no impacts or less-than-significant environmental 

impacts on the following 14 resources analyzed in the Initial Study:  

 Aesthetics 

 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

 Geology and Soil 

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Land Use and Planning 

 Mineral Resources  

 Population and Housing 

 Public Services 

 Noise 

 Recreation 

 Transportation and Traffic 

 Utilities and Service Systems 

Project development would have potentially significant impacts on the following resources:  

 Air Quality  

 Biological Resources  

 Cultural Resources 
 

Mitigation measures have been incorporated into the project to effectively minimize all of the potentially significant 

environmental impacts. Compliance with the mitigation measure would avoid or reduce potentially significant impacts to less 

than significant levels. 

Air Quality 

AQ-1 The Sierra Sands Unified School District (District) shall specify in the construction bid that the construction 

contractor(s) shall use equipment that meets the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 

Certified Tier 3 off-road emissions standards for off-road diesel-powered construction equipment greater 

than 50 horsepower. Any emissions control device used by the contractor shall achieve emissions reductions 

that are no less than what could be achieved by a Level 3 diesel emissions control strategy for a similarly sized 

engine, as defined by California Air Resources Board regulations. Prior to construction, the project engineer 

shall ensure that all construction management and grading plans clearly show compliance with USEPA Tier 3 

or higher emissions standards for construction equipment over 50 horsepower. During construction, the 

construction contractor shall maintain a list of  all operating equipment in use on the project site for 

verification by the Building and Safety Division Official or designee. The construction equipment list shall 

state the makes, models, and numbers of  construction equipment onsite. Equipment shall be properly 

serviced and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations. Construction contractors 

shall also ensure that all nonessential idling of  construction equipment is restricted to five minutes or less in 

compliance with California Air Resources Board’s Rule 2449. 
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Biological Resources 

BIO-1 If  site clearing occurs during the bird breeding season, February 1 to September 1, a preconstruction survey 

shall be conducted three days prior to clearing or grading activities to determine if  breeding or nesting avian 

species are in the impact area. If  no nesting birds (or birds displaying breeding or nesting behavior) are 

present, then clearing may proceed. If  nesting birds are present, a noconstruction buffer will be placed 

around the active nest(s). The size of  the buffer will depend on the species present and will be determined in 

conjunction with the Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake Environmental Management Division. 

Construction in these areas shall not be resumed until the biologist has confirmed that the birds are no longer 

nesting.  

BIO-2 Prior to construction, a desert tortoise protection education program shall be presented to all construction 

personnel to ensure that they are aware of  the significance to the project should this species occur onsite 

during construction. The education program will include: 

 The legal and sensitive status of  the tortoise. 

 A brief  discussion of  tortoise life history and ecology. 

 Mitigation measures designed to reduce adverse effects to tortoises. 

 Protocols to follow, if  a tortoise is encountered, including appropriate contact point(s). 

A final site clearance survey shall be conducted within 7 days of  the start of  construction to confirm that no 

tortoises are onsite. As identified in the NEPA Categorical Exclusion, the clearance survey will be conducted 

by a USFWS-approved biologist in accordance with the current US Fish and Wildlife Service desert tortoise 

protocol. If  a tortoise is found in the project area, activities should be modified to avoid injuring or harming 

it. If  activities cannot be modified, then construction will be postponed until a desert tortoise relocation 

procedure can be implemented, in conjunction with the Navy’s Environmental Management Division and the 

USFWS. 

Cultural Resources 

CUL-1 The District shall retain a qualified archaeologist to periodically monitor all ground-disturbing activities. The 

qualified archaeologist shall meet the Secretary of  the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards (48 

Federal Register 44738-39). The archaeologist must have knowledge of  both prehistoric and historical 

archaeology. The methods of  archaeological monitoring, including timing, location, types of  artifacts 

anticipated, and procedures for additional analysis, if  necessary, shall be described in an archaeological 

monitoring plan. The extent and duration of  the monitoring program will be dependent on the grading plans 

and the level of  sensitivity assessed. The archaeologist shall determine the required duration and extent of  

monitoring. The construction manager shall adhere to the stipulations of  the archaeological monitoring plan. 

The archaeologist shall have the authority to halt any project-related activities adversely impacting potentially 

significant resources. If  archaeological resources are uncovered, they must be recovered and curated with the 

facilities acceptable to the District and DOD. Suspension of  ground disturbances in the vicinity of  the 

discoveries shall not be lifted until the archaeological monitor has evaluated discoveries to assess whether they 

are classified as historical resources or unique archaeological sites, pursuant to CEQA and federal 

requirements. 
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CUL-2 The District shall retain a qualified paleontologist to periodically monitor ground-disturbing activities. The 

paleontologist shall determine the minimum depth of  excavations requiring monitoring. The paleontologist 

shall have the authority to halt any project-related activities. If  paleontological resources are uncovered, they 

must be recovered, analyzed in accordance with DOD and CEQA guidelines, and curated with facilities 

acceptable to the District and DOD. 

 

   

 


